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Lopat has some of the best teachers around. How do we say thank you for all they do? Feed them! Teacher
Appreciation Week was celebrated in May and featured breakfast, lunch and other goodies during the week.
Teachers, administrators, custodial staff, crossing guards, bus drivers and other school district employees
were treated to lunch (at the middle school on May 2nd and at the elementary school on May 4th) which in-
cluded baked ziti; sausage, peppers and onions; and salad, as well as beautiful cakes created by two Lopat
moms. Friday breakfast included fresh fruit, bagels, muffins and assorted teas.

To let our teachers know we were thinking of them during this special week, we put out treat packets and “love
notes” in the teachers’ lunchrooms. Thank you to the parents who n .
helped make our week-long event a huge success: Tina Boyer, Carol What's Inside

Crawford, Karen Eible, Joana Kane, Linda Kish, Terri Nicinski, Joan AP ,
. . anther’s Pause Pg 3
Stickel, and Bill Taggart.
Elementary School Buzz Pg 4-7
Although this is the last newsletter of the school year, the PTA is still _
. . . oL Middle School Scoop Pg 7-12
hard at work putting on all sorts of June events including activities cele-
brating our 4th and 8th graders, a Dinner/Dance, and our Carnival at Media and Fine Arts Report Pg 13-16
Community Day on June 18th. Thanks to everyone putting in time and | administrators’ Notes Pg 17-18
energy to make those events happen.
Nurses’ Notes Pg 19-21
Be sure to visit our website near the end of August for our Back-to- PTA Announcements and Information  Pg 21-23
School Newsletter issue. We will not be mailing out paper copies any- , ,
more. Remember, the password is: panthers . Be safe and enjoy your | Sommunity Connection Pg 24-27

summer plans. Calendar Pg 28
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
859-0800
Laura Ruggiero, Main Office ext. 3400
Ginny Remetta, Main Office ext. 3300
Mrs. Pede, Superintendent
Mr. Eagleburger, Principal

MIDDLE SCHOOL
213-2995
Terry Lynch, Main Office ext. 2100
Teri Fogt, Administrative Asst. ext. 2200
Mrs. Kowalchuk, Principal
Mr. Geisel, Assistant Principal

SCHOOL WEBSITE
www.lopatcongschool.org

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Teresa Barna, Business Administrator
213-2995 ext. 2500
Ed Krusman, President
Bob McFarlane, Vice President
Wade Caccese
Dennis Drake
Robert Edinger
Ernie Gallant
Kurt Kessler
Lee Rozycki
Bill Taggart

PTA
www.lopatpta.org
Kim Fritts, President
Tracy Keating, Outgoing President
Joan Stickel, Vice President
Russa Nollstadt, Corresponding Secretary
Bill Taggart, Treasurer




It is hard to believe that another school year is quickly coming to an end. Surely, this has been a memo-
rable school year in some way(s) for everyone! As | am sure most of your schedules are truly hectic,
please know that there is constantly an array of activity in our schools as well. Many of us are getting
ready to say brief goodbyes to friends and colleagues that have been a part of this year as we embark
on yet another leg of life’s journeys! Some of the goodbyes we need to say this particular year are to
three of our building administrators who have given so much of their time and energy to the families of
Lopatcong Township. As of June 30", we need to bid farewell to our Middle School Principal, Mrs.
Rosemary Kowalchuk who has given 14 years of service to Lopatcong Township. In addition, our Mid-
dle School Assistant Principal, Mr. Steve Geisel, will be retiring after 5.25 years of service to our district.
Our best wishes and tons of thanks go to these individuals who have given so much to our staff, fami-
lies, and most of all our children. They will truly be missed, but | know that our best wishes go to them
and their families for a healthy and happy retirement. Their legacy will long be a part of Lopatcong
Township! Aside from the retirements at the Middle School, our Elementary School Principal, Mr. Mat-
thew Eagleburger, is leaving our school district to serve as the Superintendent/Principal of Franklin
Township School District in Warren County. He has diligently served the families of Lopatcong Town-
ship for nine years and | know you join me in wishing him the best in this new endeavor! With three of
our administrators leaving our district, rest assured that there is ample attention being paid to the details
of hiring replacements. Although it is difficult to replace such talent, we are working diligently to assure
that those replacements will be committed to our district and its children while understanding all of the
aspects of teaching and learning that are part of our fine school system.

As the end of the year has quickly come upon us, it would be advantageous for all to be able to include
our last week’s schedule as part of our plans. With that in mind, note that our students will enjoy their
last full day of school on Friday, June 10, 2011. Monday, June 13" through Friday, June 17" will be
early dismissal days for all students. Lunch will be served on all days, except for the last day of school
(June 17"). In addition, preschool and kindergarten children will also have a special schedule. A note to
parents will be sent home with all of our children; letters will also be posted on our website. Please note
that except for the last day of school, our staff will participate in school-related activities during the after-
noon times. For students, our next school year begins after Labor Day! That calendar will appear on
our school website.

As those wonderful summer days come upon us, please remember that learning simply doesn’t end with
the close of our calendar year. There are many of us who do work year round to assure a successful
school year for our children and our staff. Keeping abreast of the educational trends, including the best
way to connect teaching and learning remains around us at all times. We are proud of our Lopatcong
students and want them to continue to be the best that they can be in all areas. We all continue learn-
ing each and every day...whether in school or enjoying the summer months!

As Sharon Draper remarks about children finding the path to the future in her book Teaching from the
Heart (one of my personal favorites), “...And who will walk that path? The children. Imagine a child -
any child - hopeful, enthusiastic, curious. In that child sleeps the vision and
the wisdom of tomorrow...” | have that vision of our children, looking for-
ward to the world that lies ahead for them. It is our responsibility to help
them learn and grow as they shape their own tomorrow. Have a great
summer...and be ready to continue to learn and grow even more when
September rolls around!

Living and Learning in Lopatcong,
Vicki Pede,




Mrs. Torcivia’s class attended the Phillipsburg High School Barn
Yard Day. We saw different animals, tractors and ate ice cream
and popcorn. We began our unit on “The Pond.” We are reading
stories about different animals that are found in and around the
pond. We made three dimensional turtles and spiral shakes. The

~Mrs. Torcivia

The preschoolers went to Barnyard Day at Phil-
lipsburg High School in the beginning of May.

-\ They had so much fun looking at all of the ani-

7\ mals and learning about them. The students
loved the baby chicks because they were fuzzy
and they were able to pet them if they wanted.
The students also learned that the horse, Uncle Jerry, was 18 years old and weighed 2000 pounds! Thank
you to the parents who came and chaperoned and to the Phillipsburg High School students who helped teach
all about the animals.

~Miss Duaime and Mrs. Mansfield

Mrs. Scott and Ms. Torine say that the students are hard at
work on this year's play, "Who Took the Farmer's Hat?"

They will be presenting the play to the parents on Tuesday,
June 14th and to the school on Wednesday, June 15th. L
Times to be announced.
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The Lopatcong Township School District is accepting applications for its Preschool
Inclusion Program.

The Board has approved a tuition rate of $225.00 per month. In addition, a $25.00
non-refundable registration fee, payable to the Lopatcong Township Board of Educa-
tion, is due upon application. A lottery at the end of June will determine the children
who will be selected for the program.

Please call the Child Study Team Office at 908-213-2955 (extension 2800) should
you have any questions.

The Child Study Team services are available to children ages 3 to 21. Children experiencing physical, sen-
sory, emotional, communication, cognitive, and/or social difficulties may be eligible for special education and
related services. Parents should contact the Child Study Team Office at (908) 213-2955 ext. 2800 for further
information. Babies from birth to age 3, who are thought to have a developmental delay, may receive assis-
tance from the Early Intervention Program. To access this service, parents should contact the Special Child
Health Services at (908) 689-6000 ext. 258 or 259.

The children have all done a great job with reading this year. We are currently giving the children the end of
the year DRA.

In math, we are learning all about place value and graphs. The children are really
enjoying collecting the data and making the graphs. We are getting
ready for second grade.

The STAR READERS have been doing an AWESOME job! Keep up
the good work and keep reading right through the summer.

The children are all looking forward to our zoo trip, field day, and end
of the year activities. Look for information about our first grade talent show and end
of the year activities coming home soon!




Second graders took a field trip to Raritan Valley Community College where they enjoyed a presentation of
“The Clean Machine” and a planetarium show. We took a trip to outer space on our planetary voyage “Tycho
to the Moon.” The children visually explored the constellations Big Dipper and Little Dipper which correlated
nicely with our Science unit on the solar system!

In Math, the second graders have been busy mathematicians! They explored measure-
ment, including length and capacity, and were introduced to volume as well.

The children also participated in the Great Pedometer Race. They were so excited to

see all their steps add up! The children also enjoyed Field Day activities.

It's hard to believe that June is here! Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable sum- ﬁ
mer! ﬁ

Third grade has a lot going on during these last weeks of school! Everyone survived state testing and it's back
to business as usual with poetry, animal projects, and plays. Also, we've been having fun with fractions during
math as we compare, order, add, and subtract them.

On a different note, third grade put on a stellar performance at the Spring Concert on May 24th. The students
had obviously been practicing and they sounded lovely!
Some favorite numbers included "Commotion in the
Ocean," "Hop, OIld Squirrel!, and "Rainbow Fish." Third
graders not only sang their hearts out but also played Orff
instruments as an accompaniment. Well done, everyone!

Third grade is also getting pretty excited about our field trip
to Quiet Valley Farm on June 7th. Quiet Valley is a living
historical farm with period-dressed staff re-enacting the life
of the Pennsylvania German family who lived there in the
1800s. Students
=+ will have the op-
LR o rtunity to ex-
perience life as it was as they tour the buildings and see the ani-
mals. It's a unique and fun experience; let's hope for good
- weather!

All of third grade would like to wish Mrs. Arnold the very best as she awaits Baby Arnold's arrival. We can't
wait to hear all about him!

We've had a really wonderful year and we'd like to thank all the parents for their continued support at home.
Have a very safe and happy summer!




Even as their fourth grade year comes to a close the students continue to work hard and put their best foot
forward. In math, the students have been learning about fractions and decimals, while also reviewing con-
cepts they have learned throughout the year. The focus throughout this year in reading has been increasing
understanding using different comprehension strategies. In writing, they have learned several different writing
styles this year such as informational, persuasive, comparative, narrative, and poetry. Science has been all
about solids, liquids, and gases as the students learn how to identify matter through identification of
matter’s properties. Students have also been studying all about the different forms of energy.

In social studies fourth grade has focused on New Jersey'’s history throughout the year. To highlight
one of the important historic features of New Jersey, Mr. Byrne visited to give a presentation about
the Morris Canal. The students learned that the canal started in Phillipsburg and ran right through
our community. A special thank you to Mr. Byrne for such an interesting presentation!

Our class field trip was a blast! The students traveled to the Franklin Mineral Museum. There they got to take
a guided tour through the museum to see a variety of minerals, learn about local mining, mineralogy, geology,
y i w fossils and artifacts. The students got to collect rocks on a
3 3.5 acre mine quarry which they could bring to the identifi-
l] cation center to identify their rock or mineral. The fourth
grade teachers would like to wish all our fourth graders a
great summer and good luck at the Middle School next
year as fifth graders!

4

4

In science, students just started the light energy unit. Here they will be gain-
ing an understanding of how light is projected, reflected and used as a
source of heat. In math, students will be working on a design of the first floor
of their house to practice area and perimeter. Students have been introduced
to a new genre of writing. Topics were chosen to persuade governing bodies
of the school, community and United States to make changes. This carried
into Social Studies where they are learning about the branches of govern-
ment.

~Team 5




" &

{%j&# J COFFEE HOUSE ~ BLAST OFF!!!

\-“i/ Grade 6 will be hosting their very first Coffee As a culminating activity to our unit on space,
@W ouseon Tuesday, June 7 at 7:00 pm. All sixth graders are currently building rockets in

sixth grade students can voluntarily share a science. This is the final science project of the

piece that was written this school year with parents and year, and they are excited to eventually launch
family. As you know, our district has taken on the task of their own rockets. They have planned, de-
teaching writing through Writer's Workshop. Since the ini- signed a paint scheme, and constructed a
tiation of the program, we have seen drastic improvements rocket that is personal for them. Let's hope for
in student writing and are very excited to share this with clear skies so we can see how high our rock-
you. Be prepared to enjoy coffee, juice, baked goods, and ets fly!!
most of all — INCREDIBLE WRITING!

" (
The end of May brought the 7" grade their final dissection of the year, the one they have been
asking about all year...anticipation! The students had the opportunity to dissect the frog speci-
men or complete the dissection process using a CD-ROM program. | am proud of the hard

work and effort of all the students during these dissections. Many of them rose to my expecta-
tions!

The students were also assigned their final project of the year. They were to work with

one other person in the grade, or as individuals, to complete a bird-watching journal. They
\ were expected to have fun and to be creative. Stay tuned for the guidelines and criteria
! for this “bird-brained” project! The final project is due Monday, June 6, 2011.

As a culminating activity, the 7" grade students attended the Adventure ‘
Aquarium on June 2, 2011, to reinforce many of the life science concepts ; ] ADVENTURE
learned this year. They were responsible for completing a “scavenger hunt”

assignment, which will be included in their fourth marking period grade. Their
final grade for the school year will be a final exam tentatively scheduled for June 14. Have a great summer!

e Qgquarium

$%

Congratulations to the following stu-
dents who were awarded April's Ra-
chel J. Scott Kindness Award:

Grade 5: Casey Hawk
Grade 6: Tommy Mandry
Grade 7: Brody Merker
Grade 8: Allie Aquino
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Eighth graders are anxiously preparing for graduation. They are finishing units, novels, and essays in their
core classes, as well as preparing for final exams. In addition, they are taking pictures for various graduation
activities, choosing a graduation song, and practicing for the ceremony. Eighth graders met with Phillipsburg
High School Assistant Principal Mrs. Troxell on
May 20th to participate in an orientation and
have their ID pictures taken for next year

To kick off the graduation season, the eighth L1 l*g L % %

grade reward trip to Dorney Park is approach-
ing on Tuesday, May 31st. The 8th Grade Recognition Reception is June 6th. Please refer to the graduation
letter that was sent home recently for specific dates and times in reference to further graduation events and
celebrations.

BN SR NN RN SN N EE N NN NN SN NN E SN NS NN RN E NN EEEEEEEENEEEE N
Dear 8th Grade Parents:

It is hard to believe that our 8th graders will be graduating in less than
one month. | would like to thank all of the 8th gr  ade parents who
have volunteered and helped with the preparations f  or this year’'s

By graduation.

Thank you for your support, time, energy and ideas.

Tracy Keating,
Chair, Graduation Committee

e e e

Grade 8: Mini-Model Congress, Chairperson Awards
The picture taken at the New Jersey State House includes: Victoria Gural, Carissa Thompson, Jessica
Toribio, Heather Cronin, Michelle Bai and Emma Golden.
These young women competed for one of the 10 Chairperson
positions on January 25, 2011. At that time, over 120 stu-
dents attended and each of these young women became a
Chairperson. Each successfully Chaired five debates at Mini-
Model Congress held at the New Jersey State House on May
17, 2011.

Grades 7 & 8: Mini-Model Congress, Bill Writing Awa___rd
A student from each school researches and writes a Legisla-
tive Bill for Mini-Model Congress and 5 Bills are chosen for 4
debate. Two of our submissions were selected for debate at
Mini-Model Congress on May 17, 2011 held at the New Jer-

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

sey State House. Victoria Gural and Jessica Toribio identified two current issues occupying the nations atten-
tion. Congratulations to Victoria Gural for writing Senate Bill S1 "To Repeal the Health Care Reform Act, H.R.
4872, the Reconciliation Act of 2010" and Jessica Toribio for writing Senate Bill S4 "To allow oil and gas drill-
ing off the coast of the United States."

Grades 7&8 G&T Mini-Model Team
Congratulations to all of our Mini-Model Congress participants. You did an excellent job and we are very
proud of your accomplishments. Our team garnered more
awards than any other school in attendance. The following
students are in the picture below.

Grade 7: Taylor Paige-Blum, Amelia Casella, Claudia
Chiulli, Jillian Montilla, Prad Rao, Caitlin Vielstich and
Sarah Pawlowski

Grade 8: Michelle Bai, Kenny Chang, Heather Cronin, Mi-
chael Curry, Victoria Gural, Marisa Hoenig, Carissa Thomp-
son, Jessica Toribio, Madeline Willis, Emma Golden and
Neil Eelman

Visit to the New Jersey State House

Dr. Maisto and Mrs. Balogh brought 31 fifth
and sixth grade students to the New Jersey
State House on May 19, where they partici-
pated in a Make-A-Law Session and received
a guided tour of the New Jersey State House.
However, we were able to surprise the stu-
dents with a visit from Lt. Governor Kim
Guadagno and a special tour of the Office of
the Governor, thanks to Mayor Steinhardt. Due
to the assistance of the Mayor, our students
met the first Lt. Governor of New Jersey,
learned about her role in State Government,
participated in a question and answer session
and posed for a group picture.

Stock Market Challenge

G&T Students participated in the Stock Market Challenge and InvestWrite, a National Writing competition.
There were over 8,400 essays entered into the competition. Congratulations to Emma Golden (grade 8).
Emma Golden earned First Place in the State of New Jersey and Third Place in the Nation. On June 7, she
will attend an awards ceremony provided by Pershing, LLC and the SIFMA, the Securi-
ties Industry and Financial Markets Association. This is the second time in three years
that a student from Lopatcong earned First Place in NJ and was in the top 10 in the
United States.

Again, Congratulations Emma!

~Dr. Maisto
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Mental and Emotional Health Information — The Choki ng Game

What is the choking game?  According to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the choking
game is a dangerous activity that older children and adolescents play to get a brief “high”. They ei-
ther choke either other or use a noose to choke themselves. After just a short time, children can
pass often, which may lead to serious injuries and in severe cases, death from the hanging or stran-
gulation or the lack of oxygen to the brain.

Who is most at risk for playing the choking game? Boys are more likely to play than girls, with
87% of the victims being male. Eighty-nine percent of the deaths are children between the ages of
11-16, with the majority of the children playing while they were alone.

What are the warning sides that a child is playing the choking game? The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention list the following warning signs:

Discussion of the game or its aliases - Ropes, scarves or belts tied to bedroom
Bloodshot eyes furniture or doorknobs or found knotted on
Marks on the neck the floor

Wearing high-necked shirts, even in warm - The unexplained presence of dog
weather leashes, choke collars, bungee cords, etc
Frequent, severe headaches - Petechiae (pinpoint bleeding spots) under
Disorientation after spending time alone the skin of the face, especially the eyelids,
Increased or uncharacteristic irritability or or the conjuctiva (the lining of the eyelids
hostility and eyes)

What are some of the other names for the choking ga _me?
Children often refer to the choking game using the following names:

Pass-out game - Space cowboy

Suffocation roulette - Fainting game

Flat liner - Alirplaning

Space Monkey - Something dreaming game
Blacking out/Black out - Purple dragon

Scarf game - Purple hazing

The American dream - Cloud nine

California choke

For further information on the choking game, you can refer to the following websites:

http://www.cdc.gov/immwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5706al.htm
http://www?2c.cdc.gov/podcasts/player.asp?f=8057
http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/cmprfact.htm
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2011 New Jersey All-State Chorus

The NJ All-State Concert was held on May 7™ at J.P.Case Middle School. Congratulations to Katherine Mac-
Queen, Rebecca Nixon, Rachael Horun, Redentor Jimenez, Amaris Acevedo, Emily Grimm, Sofia Jimenez,
Grace McAnally, and Erin Wodzisz for their music achievement at the state level!

2011 Spring Choral Concert

The 2011 Spring Choral Concert showcased the talents of 147 Chorus students.
The 5™6™ Grade Chorus sang the jazz classic, Georgia and entertained the audi-
ence with playing classical melodies on kazoos in The Kazoo Koncerto. Casey and
Corey Hawk performed an upbeat piano and vocal duet.

The 7/8 Girls’ Ensemble performed an original spring song called Robin’s Egg is
Blue. They sang and danced to the Broadway song, Diamonds are a Girl's Best
Friend which also included four 5"/6™ grade dancers.

The 7"/8™ grade Chorus performed Dream Keeper, a song based on the poetry of

Langston Hughes. Four students shared their “spoken dreams.” The 7"/8" grade
boys, joined by the 6™ grade boys, sang the Civil War song Tell My Father, which is
a letter from a dying soldier to his father. Redentor Jimenez was soloist. Hey There Delilah, the popular song
by The White T's, featured Hunter Redondo and Tafari Maignan. The 7"/8"™ grade girls sang two songs from
Glee; Halo and Walking on Sunshine. Katherine MacQueen and Katie Dalrymple had solos.

Chorus President, Rebecca Nixon personally reflected on the year and its’ activities. The chorus officers and
forty-two 3/4™ year 8" grade chorus members were recognized for their dedication to the choral program.

Michell Bai performed the haunting piano solo from Titanic; My Heart Will Go On. Raphael and Chris Pacis
“dueled” in an amazing piano duet that displayed their virtuoso piano technique.

Rachael Horun, 2011 Lopat Idol and 2011 National Honor Choir member, sang. The 5" — 8" grade Choruses
combined for the final 3 songs. The first song was a tribute to retiring principal, Rosemary Kowalchuck and
vice-principal Steve Geisel called Here's to Song. The second, was the ener-

getic spiritual, This Little Light of Mine and featured the 5"/ 6™ grade Chorus

with flashlights. The last piece was Time of My Life and featured the 8" Grade

Ensemble.

Congratulations to all the students for the additional practice time they put in to
make the concert a huge success!

Still on the calendar, the Girls and Boys Ensemble will be performing on Memo-
rial Day at the 150th Celebration

of the town of Phillipsburg, known

as Patriot's Day. It will be at Wal-

ters Park. The performance will

be at 4:45pm.

Good luck to our 44 graduating
gih grade chorus members; we
will miss you!
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“I hear the train a-coming walking down the track!”

The Fitness Express had a wonderful run this school year. Everyone defi-
nitely had fun walking to school! Can | get a Woo! Woo! And a Toot! Toot!
You go Panthers!

Thanks for supporting an awesome health and wellness program!

Thank you to the parent conductors for helping facilitate the Fitness Express. | truly appreciate the
time and effort you give in walking our students to school. Memorable days for our students are
made possible by your willingness to help.

Thanks again!
~Heather Burke, Health and Physical Education Teacher K-4th Grade

Pictured here, a cou-
ple of “train cars” join
together on Stone-
henge Drive.

Lopatcong Concert Band and Jazz Band Superior atth e High Notes Band Festival!

Once again the Lopatcong Concert Band and Jazz Band received the highest rating at the High Notes Band
Festival on Friday, May 13th. By performing two challenging pieces in contrasting styles, the concert band
students successfully showcased their technical skills and their high level of musicianship. The superior per-
formance of the Concert Band was followed by another superior performance by the Jazz Band. The adjudi-
cators were particularly impressed with the quality of intonation, tone, blend, and interpretation of the Jazz
Band Ensemble.

As we approach the end of this successful year, Mr. Crevani would like to thank the staff, administration,
Board of Education, and the band parents for their support of the Lopatcong School instrumental mu-
sic program. A heartfelt “thank you” also goes to the band students. Their passion brings the joy of
music to our great school every day. Their dedication and hard work brought us the achieve-
ments and with them, the motivation to continually grow and reach higher. Bravo Lopatcong
Concert Band and Jazz Band Students!

(Continued on page 15)



15

(Continued from page 14)

Don't let the opportunity to be able to learn anin  strument slide by!  Playing an instru-
ment is an irreplaceable way to understand and appreciate the language of music. Playing
an instrument is fun. Moreover, playing an instrument helps academic achievement. Stu-
dents of the arts continue to outperform their non-arts peers on the SATSs, according to re-
ports by the College Entrance Examination Board. Parents interested in the Lopatcong
instrumental music program should check the instrum ents’ trial calendar by visiting
Mr. C’'s web-page. You can then make an appointment by contacting Mr. Crevani at 908-
213-2995 ext. 1403 or at crevanir@lopatcongschool.org .

_ )&

On your mark, get set, THROW! 8th grade studergsiarto their elbows in
clay, as they learn how to throw on the pottersekha addition to learning
throwing techniques, students are simultaneous$igdang patterns from nature
drawing, which will be applied to their thrown péesc

\(( w
6th grade students have just completed post-ipandil holders made out of

slab construction in clay. Their pieces reflecirtifevorite pastime or hobby. They will be glazitige pieces
soon.

7th grade students are currently creating woodsenalslages after studying the
life and art of Louise Nevelson.

Art work that moves? That's what 5th graders haoently completed. Students designed balanced esobil
that reflect their knowledge and understandindhefdrt elements.

It has been a wonderful year here in the art roonall grade levels. | wish my best to all the graiihg
eighth graders. It has been a privilege to teach aad every one of you. | have enjoyed watching yalent
bloom throughout your years at Lopat. Hope younalle a wonderful summer.

~Ms. Curzi,Middle School Art Teacher

(

The 6th Grader's tested their Physical Fitness skills in P.E. this month.
Eleven of these students will receive The President Physical Fitness
Award for achieving an outstanding performance in sit-ups, shuttle run,
sit & reach, one-mile run and push-ups.

Congratulations to:

Veronica Erdman, Briana Guarino,
and Emily Carducci

(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

Liam Nixon

Sean Glennon
Cameron Reppert
Cameron Farley
lan Lilly

Leo Hernandez

Thomas Mandry
Alex Stasiulaitis |

For more information on these qualifications, go to
www.presidentschallenge.org.

‘[ .0
11 2

In an effort to easily communicate to the
community, parents, students, and staff —
we will be rolling out our new website
soon. With one-click access to lunch
menus, teacher websites, calendars, and
weather, school information will be easier
to access than ever!

In the fall we will also begin to send more
papers home via email which we are call-
ing our Virtual Backpack! In an effort to re-
duce paper costs and reduce lost forms in
your student’s backpack, Lopatcong will
begin sending home more info via email.
Make sure to give us your updated

email address in September!
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June 2011
Dear Lopatcong Township School District Families,

As the 2010-2011 school year comes to a close, we would like to extend our thanks for your support of the
academic and co curricular programs, as well as the many student initiatives during our tenure at Lopatcong
Township Middle School. It has been our privilege to work with your children and watch their academic pro-
gress and social/emotional growth as they responded to the expectations of the school and community envi-
ronments. We take great pride in acknowledging their accomplishments in and outside of the classroom and,
like you, have great expectations and hopes for what the future holds for them and how they will embrace it.
Finally, we also appreciate the parental support and commitment of the district's strong academic programs
and curricula. Your children benefit from your understanding of these initiatives.

Lopatcong Township Middle School has truly been our extended family and we will always cherish the fond
memories we have of your children and their families. What a rewarding experience we have had watching

your children learn and grow! We will miss you.

Sincerely,
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Mrs. Bertsch has notified us that the Elementary School is in need of clothing donations for
the Nurse’s Office. There is always a need for underwear and socks. Supply is also ex-
tremely low on girls pants and shorts. In addition to providing a comfortable change of
clothes when needed, having these items on hand can make a big difference in how
a child emotionally deals with a spill or accident.

Thank youl!

Dear Lopat Families,

Itis hard to believe that two years have gone by. My term as PTA President is over at the end of June. | will
just say that it has been an interesting experience.

New ideas came through and were very successful events not only for the PTA but m \1';“
were also great experiences for our children! 5 ('
i

I am wrapping up my term with the PTA Carnival, which will be held at the Lopatcong
Community Day on June 18, starting at 1 p.m. So, | am asking you to consider volun-
teering ONE hour of your time to help run our carnival booths. Email is the best way to
get in touch with me, and | look forward to hearing from

everyone! kafritts@verizon.net

I would like to thank ALL of you who contributed to making the last two years a success
for the Lopatcong PTA. Remember, it is ALL of our responsibility to contribute to make our organization a
successful one.

At the end of each president’s term, a gift is designated for our school from the PTA. | am very proud to an-
nounce that we, the PTA will be donating $10,000 toward playground equipment for the Elementary School.

Congratulations to all of our 8th graders moving up to high school!

Enjoy your summer everyone and look for us in September at the 4 4 y
Open Houses, where you can join the PTA and get involved! v

Sincerely~

v

| g
Kim Fritts
Lopatcong PTA President é:é ‘ a
kafritts@verizon.net ‘




Couldn't Have Done It Without YOU!

Thank you to all of our 2010-2011 PTA members. %%%%%%&%%%&%%%&

We finished the year out with a total of 273 mem- The Lopatcong PTA Room Representative

:)ers;, and hope the 2011'2:12 s;h()tol year V\g” attr-1 . Committee would like to thank those parents
ract even more new members. Just a reminder tha who served as room parents during this

next year membership dues will be $6.00 per mem- @P school year. Your help
ber. Lool_< for a copy of the new member_shlp form in @P is greatly appreciated.
the next |ssue_of the newsletter and on-Il.ne as cur- Without your help, we
rent cards expire on 9/30/11. Membership does have would be unable to hold

its privileges and being involved in your child's @,\\ and handle all of the
school parties and activi-

school has it's priceless re- :

wards!! Thanks again for all ties that we do. Thank

those who supported the Lo- @p you. %
T hip PTA

oo o i* CLLLLLLLLILL

~Robin Wodzisz, Membership Chairperson The Lopatcong PTA in conjunction with the Middle

School Student Council would like to thank all of

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII]E the students and their families who supported our
|

monthly food drives during this school year. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated. Food donations
u were delivered to Catholic Charities. Thank you for
| your support, generosity and participation in the
third annual Souper Bowl of Caring. This year, our
E Middle School also participated in
a special food drive for Norwes-
- cap. Thank you for your support in
E | this event as well.

| ~Community and Parent Awareness Committee

Thank you to everyone ...teachers, administrators, secretar-
ies, PTA committee chairs, picture taking parents, Phyllis Cole-
man at the municipal building, contacts at the fire departments,
Angela Schappert of the Moms Club, representatives of the Lo-
patcong Education Association, John Kosar of the Lopatcong
Athletic Association, Bill Taggart, Lori Ciesla, the Girl Scouts, the
Cub Scouts, and other community members who have contrib-

uted to the PTA Newsletter over the past year. Your submis-
sions, whether a blurb about an upcoming community event, an
article highlighting our students extra-curricular activities, class-
room updates, or pictures, pictures, pictures, have helped to
make our newsletter fun and informative for yet another year.
THANKS!

~ Becky Johnson, Newsletter Chairperson
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The Lopatcong Township PTA is de-
lighted to announce the 2011 educa-
tional gift recipients. These high school
seniors are Lopatcong residents and will
each receive a $500 educational gift.
Listed below are our exceptional stu-
dents and the scholarship they are
awarded:

Marina lbrahim , the Betty Trauger
Scholarship

Stephanie Brunarski , the Cali
McRoberts Scholarship

Angel Kerr , the Bertha Lawrence
Scholarship

We're proud of you! Wishing you all the best
in your pursuit of higher education.

~Scholarship Committee
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On Saturday, May 14th, Lopatcong’s Cub Scout Pack 54 held their annual Rocket
Derby. Sixteen scouts launched their rockets despite the occasional sprinkle. After
all the family rockets and scout rockets had blasted off, Mr. Leifer provided a special
treat by launching his space shuttle Intrepid replica. Awards will be given out at our
end of year picnic on Sunday, June 12th.

Congratulations to:
First Place: Nathan Johnson, Tiger
Second Place: Declan Cline, Tiger
Third Place: Jaxon Leifer, Wolf

Awards will also be given for:
Most Original: Mark-Luke Gural, Bear
Most Patriotic: Colby Johnson, Webelos |
Scoutiest: Nathan Johnson, Tiger

A special thanks goes to Mr. Jerry Klinger, a lacrosse spectator who was kind enough
to come over and help with some impartial judging.

If you are interested in signing up for Cub Scouts, Cub Scout Day Camp or just want
more information about it, please contact Jeffrey Romano at 240-6656.

3 /
4 3 # #

We have three easy ways that you can donate to the school district!

www.mycokerewards.com — Collect the bottle tops or box tear-offs from 12-pack boxes
of Coke™ products, drop them off at either library, and we can enter codes for
points! If you already have a mycokerewards account, click on SCHOOLS and
DONATE to donate your points to Lopatcong Middle School (we will split the points be-
tween the buildings).

www.labelsforeducation.com — Collect the labels from Campbell’s™ soup cans. You can
look up the elementary or middle school and donate or drop off your labels at either li-
brary!

www.boxtops4education.com — Collect Box Tops™ coupons from many of your
favorite groceries. You can go online to enter the coupons or drop them off at
either library!

All of these great programs allow the district to purchase much needed materials like
technology, gym, and art supplies. We thank you for your support!
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Our annual Track and Field event for Special Olympics was held on Saturday, May 7" at Hackettstown
High School. The weather was beautiful and our athletes did spectacular! Lopatcong had three athletes
participate in the Area 3 event. From the Middle School, Brian Lerch and Tyler Johnson competed and
from the Elementary School, Paul Wheat competed. In the 50-meter dash, Brian took first, Paul took sec-
ond, and Tyler took third in each of their heats. In the 100-meter dash, Brian took first, Paul also took first,
and Tyler took second in each of their heats. Brian took first in the standing long jump with a distance of 7’
10"! In the softball throw, Tyler took first and Paul took second. The Lopatcong Relay team was made up
of Tyler, Brian, Paul and an athlete from Greenwich School, Grace. The relay team took third place! This
year we had two volunteers from the Middle School, Victoria Gural and Isabella Testa. They came to help
out and cheer on our athletes! Great job to all our athletes and volunteers!

Lopatcong Township Community Day
IS June 18, 2011

1pm until dusk at the Township Park. Fireworks!!

Applications and information about the 2011 summer ReCoLT pro-
gram are available online and at the municipal building.
http://www.lopatcongtwp.com/RColt2011.pdf

Be sure to check out the website for all the latest Lopatcong happen-
ings.
www.lopatcongtwp.com
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The Lopatcong Education Association participated again this year in the Relay for Life
held in Phillipsburg on Saturday, May 21%. The weather co-operated with just a few
showers with clearing that followed. YEAH! We had about 25 walkers take turns on
the track throughout the day from 2:00 to midnight!

Our fundraising continued the day of the event by selling water, snacks, and soft pret-
zels. Amy Martin donated a stunning lap blanket decorated with a breast cancer rib-
bon for our raffle. With the onsite fundraising ($93), our total was $2,080.00! This
amount may be higher when Relay enters our funds raised at the event onto the web-
site.

A huge “thank you” to all who donated their time and money to make this event a suc-
cess. The committee and staff were busy raising money through a T-Shirt Day, a jew-
elry party (thank you Amanda), the Clothing Drive, and selling of luminarias from the
very beginning of the school year. Last year we raised $600, and this year we sur-
passed our goal of $2,000. Three members of our team participated in the CPS-3 long
term study to help with cancer research which WILL help prevent this disease in the
future.

Graciously submitted,
Debbie Shelly
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Fill your summer days with fun activities for the kids,
while making new, and lasting friendships. The
MOMS Club® of Lopatcong Area, serving Alpha,
Lopatcong, Phillipsburg, Pohatcong, and parts of
Harmony, would love to have you as a new mem-
ber. We offer many fun activities such as play-
groups, park days, arts and crafts, day trips,
monthly meetings, seasonal parties, and Moms
Night Out. There’s always something to do! To find
out more, visit our chapter website:
http://sites.google.com/site/momscluboflopatcong/
Contact us by email at
LopatcongMOMSClub@gmail.com or through
Membership Vice President, Angela Schappert at
stellar879@msn.com.
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COMMON SENSE FOR ANIMALS is in desperate need of foster homes for nursing moms and their babies,
FOR BOTH DOGS AND CATS. As of right now, we are looking to line up foster homes for pregnant cats, as
kitten season is fast approaching!! The same goes for pregnant dogs or moms with puppies that are still nurs-

ing; however this is year round.

This can be a tough yet rewarding job as you get to see the babies grow up and get their own forever homes.
Foster homes are needed for moms and babies until they are

at least 8 weeks old. Foster parents are responsible for food
and transporting the puppies to and from the shelter for vac-
cines, possible homes, etc. CSA will take care of all medical
aspects for the moms and babies, and if possible, will help

out with food as well. If interested please email

sassy@commonsenseforanimals.org or call (908) 859-3060

and speak to Sassy or Ellie.

PLEASE LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE---

COMMONSENSEFORANIMALS.ORG FOR ADOPTABLE

PETS !l
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